Course Requirements/Syllabus
Mrs. Stotler

Accelerated Precalculus
I. GRADING CRITERIA

*Tests and Quizzes will count as 90% of your grade.  Homework and Classwork will count as 10%.
A. Tests – will be weighted 2-3 times each quiz grade.

· will be announced at least two days ahead of time.

· will include both calculator and non-calculator parts.

· will be given at the end of each chapter.

B. Quizzes –  
will range in point value depending upon the amount of material

                        assessed (your percentage grade will be recorded in the gradebook).

· will be either announced or unannounced.

· may be given several times during each chapter.

C. Homework – will be collected and checked up to five times each week at random.

-
will be worth 3 – 5 points each depending on the length of the assignment:

you will receive full credit for a homework assignment only if you include all assigned problems, you attempt all assigned problems, and you show all work necessary to communicate the solution to the assigned problems (you must show your work!!)

-
will count as one quiz grade each marking period.  You will start each marking period with 100 points and lose points for each incomplete or missed assignment.  Once you have lost points for homework, they will not be awarded back. 

D. Participation and Classwork – will together count as one quiz grad each marking period.

-
students will begin each marking period with 85/100 points and have the opportunity to gain and lose points all marking period.  Points can be added to the original 85 for such things as explaining problems to the class, showing solutions to class problems on the board, actively working on in class assignments, and simply paying attention and taking notes during class.  Points can be deducted from the original 85 points for not completing in-class assignments, sleeping in class, or not participating in the assigned activity.  Students can earn up to 115/100 points and are encouraged to stay active in class assignments and note taking as this is the single most important way to do well in a course.

E.  EXAM -    will be given at the end of the course.

· will be worth twenty percent of the student’s final grade (including the Core Assessments).

· will cover all material from this course.

· will include two performance assessments to be given throughout the semester-all students must reach proficiency on these assessments (retake as necessary).
F.  Make – Up Policies

1. Tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of the day missed or they will become a zero.  Please see me prior to the start of class or at the end of class on the day your return in order to schedule a time to take a make-up.  Please check my website every time you miss all or part of a class.  It is your responsibility as a high school student to make-up any missed in class assignments/assessments!!!
2. If you were here for any part of class the homework is due the following day.  Again, if you miss class, check online and turn in any missed homework within one day of the missed class

3. It is your responsibility to turn in homework.  No work will be accepted after I collect/check it at the beginning of class.

G.  Calculator Policy

The secondary mathematics department of Central Bucks School District recognizes the use of calculators as a valuable tool for learning in the mathematics classroom.  In certain advanced courses, graphing calculators with specific capabilities are important for daily classroom performance and are required for advanced placement tests.  While no specific brands are endorsed, there are restrictions on the type of calculators allowed on certain classroom tests and final exams.  Calculators, which do operations with variables, such as the TI-89, TI-92, and HP49G, will not be permitted to be used on the district final exams, even though they may be used on some nationwide tests.  Teachers have the discretion as to whether these types can be used for particular classroom-related purposes.

II. Rules and Procedures

In order to provide a classroom atmosphere that promotes learning and minimizes interferences with your success in this class, we have a set of rules that are strictly enforced. 

1. Show respect for others at all times.  Of course this rule covers a variety of behaviors and is intended to ensure that everyone learns in a comfortable environment.  Please respect the right to a free education and allow all to experience it to the maximum extent possible.

2. Be prepared for class.  The items you are to bring to class everyday are as follows:  pencil, paper, textbook, and notebook.  You may loose points from your participation and classwork grade for not being prepared.

3. Raise your hand if you have something important to say.   Simply because we are part of a classroom with many people (many questions/comments) it is much easier to allow each student to speak without others interrupting or speaking over them.  Also, I am only one person and while happy to listen to what you have to say, I can only hear one person at a time so please wait until you are called upon or see me after class and I will be happy to help you.

4. Follow directions the first time they are given.
5. Be on time and in your assigned seat.   Three unexcused lates OR one unexcused absence is equivalent to one cut.  After one cut I must, according to school policy, contact a parent or guardian and inform them that you will be serving an administrative detention.  If a second cut is earned, you will receive an “F” for the marking period.  If a third cut is received, you will be placed in a study hall for the remainder of the semester and receive no credit for the course.  Please bring in all excuse notes within three days of the day missed or you will receive an administrative detention.

**All CB rules apply in this classroom at all times including the acceptable use of technology.
 Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to meet academic challenges with the highest degree of integrity and honesty. When questions arise about research or learning activities, students should demonstrate the discipline necessary to seek guidance from their teacher, rather than resorting to inappropriate behaviors that may undermine their own academic integrity and the learning process. 
Cheating consists of the following:

· Giving or receiving unauthorized assistance (e.g., copying, stealing exams, using electronic aids/devices, Internet sources, or using aids like SparkNotes instead of reading the original work) in any academic work, quiz, test, or examination.  

· Using graphic calculators to store information/formulas, using camera phones or text messages to store or share testing information and/or other academic work.

Violations will be dealt with in accordance with the policy outlined in the student handbook.
[image: image1.wmf]All students should read and understand the CBS Academic Integrity Policy, and ask questions or seek clarification if they are unsure of how that policy relates to academic work in general or to specific assignments for this course. Consequences will result when this policy is violated.
Dear Parents & Guardians,

Colleges and Universities across the country are seeking mathematically proficient students who have strong math backgrounds.  The skills they will learn in Accelerated Precalculus will undoubtedly help your son or daughter succeed in future mathematics courses as well as prepare them for college levels of study.  Because the course is primarily intended to prepare students for AP Calculus AB, it will be fast-paced and include challenging and thought provoking problems.  Students should make sure to attempt homework each night and seek help whenever necessary.
I encourage you to take an active role in your child’s work in this course.  If you have any questions about the course requirements or wish to speak to me about anything throughout the semester, please feel free to contact me GStotler@cbsd.org.
Thank you for your support,

Gretchen Stotler

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have reviewed this information with my parent(s)/guardian(s) so they understand Mrs. Stotler’s expectations for the semester.

Date____________

Student’s signature _______________________________    

Parent’s signature  ________________________________

**Parents/guardians: The space below is provided for you to share any information about your child that might help me to provide a better education for him/her (optional).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Students and Parents:  
By printing out and signing this I agree that:

1) _______I understand where to go to get notes and assignments should I miss class or need to review.

2) _______I understand that I am not to have my cell phone (or other electronic device) out during class for any reason unless Mrs. Stotler specifically approves it.  Any violation of this policy will result in an after school and/or administrative detention and referral.  This notification is your warning(
3) _______I know I can email Mrs. Stotler at gstotler@cbsd.org anytime with questions but I will always look online for missed work and assignments first.


Student Printed Name:  ___________________________    Signature:  ____________________Block:  _____  

Parent Signature:________________________________________
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